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Seattle Landmark Nomination Proposal:

THE CAYTON-REVELS HOUSE
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Horace & Susie Cayton, circa 1896
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Horace R. Cayton (1859 – 1940), circa 1910

“When I first came out to this territory, a man 

was as good as his word. I went out in man-to-

man competition and was successful. I had 

high hopes it would continue that way. I 

believed in the country.”

“The only plausible and certain manner of 

forever settling race or national issues is by 

fully and freely discussing them.”



Susie Sumner Revels Cayton (1870 – 1943)

circa 1909 (age 39)

U.S. Senator Hiram Rhoades Revels (1822 – 1901)

circa 1870 (age 48)





Republican Central Committee for Washington State, 1908



Cayton family, circa 1904
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Seattle Republican, October 17, 1902

Seattle Daily Times, February 1, 1902

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, September 29, 1902

City of Seattle Board of Public Works Building Permit No. 14019, May 9 1902

1902

LOT PURCHASED

PERMIT TO BUILD HOUSE

HOUSE PURCHASED

MOVE IN



Design No. 511, The Radford American Homes Cayton-Revels House, 1937 (built 1902) MLK Birth Home;  Atlanta, GA (built 1895)

Gable GableHipped Roof



1909Pre-1905

“Pedimented” (Enclosed) Gable Wood Shingle Cladding Frieze & Cornice Moldings

Eave Brackets



“Cottage” Window





“The black man of this country is as much a citizen of the United States as is Dan 

Jones himself, and our constitution does not prohibit citizens from living wherever 

he or she is able to buy property just so long as he or she conforms to the 

general regulations. The black man, too, it must be remembered, has some 

feelings as to his neighbors the same as the white man--and we suspect the most 

of them would strenuously object to having either Dan Jones or any white man of 

his stripe, as their neighbors. Poor white trash, who have accidentally gotten a 

little wealth are dangerous characters for any community.”

~ Horace Cayton, The Seattle Republican, September 1, 190909

Year Black Population Seattle Total 
Population

% of Total

1890 286 42,837 0.7%

1900 406 80,671 0.5%

1910 2,296 237,194 1.0%



“Things are changing here [in Seattle] and not for the 

better. I can remember when it didn’t matter what color 

you were. You could go any place and work most any 

place. But it’s different now. . . Now the South has 

overtaken us, and freedom is only in name--not in fact. 

I’m defeated . . . I have given up any hope of ultimate 

freedom for myself. It may not even come for you 

children, but for this I want you to fight all your life. 

America may not offer much but it is the only country we 

have or ever will have”

~ Horace R. Cayton, Sr. 
(As told to Horace Cayton, Jr. “Long Old Road: An Autobiography” 1964)



Susie and Horace Cayton walking near Lake Washington, 1935





Seattle’s Black Victorians

Esther Hall Mumford

The Cayton Legacy

Richard S. Hobbs
The Forging of a Black Community

Quintard Taylor



Susan Cayton Woodson

(1918 – 2013)


